
What is OOTF?
The Ohio Olmstead Task Force is a 
grassroots coalition of people with 
disabilities of all ages, family members, 
advocates and organizations advocating 
together for the right to live, work, and 
participate in their communities. 

 
Who are the Members  
of OOTF?
More than 30 individuals and 
representatives of agencies and 
organizations are members of the 
OOTF. They include most of the major 
groups in Ohio that advocate for, serve 
and support individuals with disabilities 
of all ages. 

How Can I Participate?
Everyone is welcome to attend the monthly 
meetings of OOTF. After attending three 
meetings, a visitor may ask to become 
a voting member. Members who are 
unable to attend meetings in person may 
participate by phone. For the OOTF 
meeting schedule, contact an officer at one 
of the numbers listed on back.

What is OOTF’s Vision? 
Ohioans with disabilities shall have:
• The opportunity to live 

independently in the community 
with their own possessions.

•  Access to services and supports that 
are inclusive, integrated and tailored 
to their unique needs.

•  Authority to choose and direct their 
services and supports.

•  Respect from the employees of 
government and private agencies who 
provide their services and supports.

To learn more about the Ohio
Olmstead Task Force and what you can
do to help implement the Olmstead
plan in Ohio, contact:

Renee Wood, Chair
(419) 724-9070
babydoe8@aol.com

Kathy Foley, Vice-chair
(216) 731-1529
kfoley@sil-oh.org

Mailing Address
OOTF
509 Thad St.
Toledo OH 43609
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What is Olmstead? 
Olmstead is the name of a Supreme 
Court decision stating that unnecessary 
institutionalization is discrimination 
against people with disabilities. 

The Olmstead lawsuit was filed by two 
women with intellectual disabilities 
and mental illness who wanted to move 
from a Georgia institution into the 
community. Their doctors declared 
them able to do so, but the institution 
would not allow them to leave. 

The women won their lawsuit and won 
again on appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court. On June 22, 1999 the 
Court ruled that people with disabilities 
have the right to live in the community:

  • If they want to,

  • If their doctors agree, and 

  • If the state can reasonably   
  accommodate their disabilities  
  in the community.

The Olmstead Supreme Court decision 
is more than fifteen years old. However, 
OOTF believes many people with 
disabilities continue to live in nursing 
homes and other institutions because 
public policy favors institutionalization 
over community supports and services.

How does Ohio measure up 
to the Olmstead Decision?
Currently, Ohio distributes 32.6% of 
its Medicaid Long-Term Care dollars 
to institutional care, and 67.4% for 
community-based services and supports. 

Most people with a disability prefer 
to live in the community. Although it 
usually is less costly to support people 
to live in the community instead of in 
institutions, often there are lengthy 
waiting lists for community support 
waivers. And the waiting lists are 
served in first-come, first-served order. 
These waiting lists prevent people from 
moving into the community.

In Ohio, the average vacancy rate of beds 
in nursing homes and other facilities is 
20%. Taxpayers’ money continues to buy 
support services for these empty beds—
services that support no one.

Ohio has a sizeable number of 
individuals with disabilities. As the 
state population ages, the challenges 
associated with long-term care services 
and supports will continue to grow. 
According to the Scripps Gerontology 
Center, the option of simply maintaining 
the current approach for funding long 
term care will not be workable for  
the future. 

What are OOTF’s advocacy 
initiatives?
OOTF works with the Governor’s  
office to implement recommendations 
in an updated Ohio Olmstead Plan and 
partners with state agencies to expand 
long-term care options for people  
with disabilities. 

OOTF’s advocacy focuses on: 

• Implementation of the HOME    
Choice program.

• Funding for Home and Community 
Based services and supports.

• Accessible, affordable housing for 
people with disabilities. 

• Employment opportunities, 
particularly through the Medicaid 
Buy-In for Workers with Disabilities  
Program.

• Emergency Transition services.

• Unified Long-Term Care Budget.

• MyCare Ohio.

• STABLE Accounts.


